
A Study of Hosea 
Small Group Study 

Lesson 1 
 
 
Opening 
 

• What was your earliest experience of love? How did you know it was love 
(feelings, thoughts)?  

• Has your understanding of love changed since that time, if so in what 
ways? 

 
 

Studying 
  
 The Message version of Hosea’s first three chapters includes these 
subtitles: 

• This Whole Country Has Become a Whorehouse (Hos 1:2-11) 

• Wild Weekends and Unholy Holidays (Hos 2:2-13) 

• To Start All Over Again (Hos 2:14-23) 

• In Time They’ll Come Back (Hos 3) 

What are your initial thoughts after reading these subtitles?  
What could such texts have to say concerning love? 
 

Open your Bible and read Hosea chapter 3 together as a group. Consider the 
following statements and questions as you study together. 

Ch.3 

Then GOD ordered me, “Start all over: Love your wife again, 
    your wife who’s in bed with her latest boyfriend, your 

        cheating wife. 
Love her the way I, GOD, love the Israelite people, 

    even as they flirt and party with every god that takes their fancy.” 

2-3 I did it. I paid good money to get her back. 
    It cost me the price of a slave. 

Then I told her, “From now on you’re living with me. 
    No more whoring, no more sleeping around. 
    You’re living with me and I’m living with you.” 

4-5 The people of Israel are going to live a long time 
    stripped of security and protection, 

without religion and comfort, 



    godless and prayerless. 
But in time they’ll come back, these Israelites, 

    come back looking for their GOD and their David-King. 
They’ll come back chastened to reverence 

    before GOD and his good gifts, ready for the End of the story of his love. 

• The story of Hosea begins with God telling Hosea to choose a wife that is 
a prostitute (1:2). In doing this, Hosea’s wife is continually unfaithful. 
What do you think is going through the mind of the prophet Hosea, now 
that he’s in a relationship where his love is being taken for granted? 

• What about this chapter is unclear?  

• What is the toughest part of what Hosea is commanded to do? 

• Why is it necessary for Hosea to buy back Gomer?  

• When does Israel return to God and what does Israel’s return look like? 

• Moses tells the Israelites in Deuteronomy 29 that if they keep the covenant 
of the Lord, they will prosper in the land of Canaan. In addition, Moses 
also says that if they seek gods other than the LORD, they will suffer the 
curses and wrath of God, and will be removed from the land God 
promised to their fathers. 

 

Application 

• At first glance, one might conclude that Gomer does not deserve 
forgiveness. However, if all sins are equal, in what ways do you relate to 
Gomer? Hosea? Do you think Gomer deserves forgiveness from Hosea, 
from the rest of the community, from God?  

• How would you go about showing redemptive love in this situation? 

• God pursues Israel even when Israel turns their back on God. 

o They seek foreign gods 

o They worship idols made with their own hands 

o They oppress people in their community 

• Hosea’s relationship with Gomer parallels God’s relationship with Israel. 
Therefore, why is God calling Hosea to experience in his own personal 
life, what God is experiencing with a nation of people? Is this requirement 
from the LORD unfair to Hosea?  

• When did God buy you? What  

• Is God calling you to show unconditional love like Hosea?  
 


